the child to become a cripple. It is that the karmas of both have
been matched and the one has been born to the other.
Let me quote another example. A certain couple's karma ordains
that they are to, suffer the anxiety of having an unmarried daughter.
There is also a babe whose karma dictates that she remain
unmarried. So this child is born to that set of parents. It is a case
of demand and supply, actually.
Q -    Swamiji, what are Prarabdha karma and Sanchitha karma!
S - Prarabdha karma is the karma you have incurred in your past
lives. Sanchitha karma is the karma you are undergoing now. It
is in your own hands, whether you incur good or bad karma now.
Q -    Swami, what are the qualities of a true of a true devotee?
S - A true devotee feels love not only towards the Lord, but towards
all beings . He will be suffused with the spirit of seva or service.
He will indulge only in good works and charitable acts. Above all,
he will be humble and ever- ready to serve others. Humility is the
hallmark of a true devotee. Arrogance is the enemy of spirituality.
If arrogance comes in through one door, spirituality goes out
through the other.
A true devotee would have surrendered everything to the Lord.
There are no half measures about it. He has given his all to the
Lord and will not angle for a fifty-fifty partnership. Nowdays,
many so-called Bhakthas say, "Half is for you and the other half
is for me, oh God." What utter nonsense is that! You either give
everything to the Lord or keep it all, but don't bargain. Devotion
nowdays has become a part - time affair, just like the fashionable
part-time jobs! Housewifes and others take up part-time jobs,
because they do not impose too great a strain on them and they
can still enjoy themselves too. In the same way, they take up
part-time devotion, leaving the rest of their time for fun and
enjoyment. This is utter ignorance and insolence. We have to be
steeped in thoughts of God always, even when we are engaged
in doing our daily chores. There can be no half measures about it.
Otherwise., forget about the whole thing and do not even profess
to be a devotee.
A true devotee will rest his. mind at the Lord's Lotus Feet.
Surrendering himself and everything to Him, He will look to God
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